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HOGSETT ANNOUNCES INDICTMENT OF SOUTHEASTERN

INDIANA MAN ON FRAUD CHARGES

Indictment is latest in ongoing effort to combat fraud and waste of Hoosier taxpayer resources

PRESS RELEASE

 MADISON – Joseph H. Hogsett, United States Attorney, announced that Willard Napier,
65, of Patriot, has been charged with unlawfully receiving more than $50,000 in Social Security
Administration disability benefits. This follows an investigation by the Social Security
Administration, Office of the Inspector General.

“In this era of fiscal belt-tightening, it is critical that we maintain the public’s trust that
taxpayer dollars are being protected and dispensed in accordance with the law,” Hogsett said.
“To this end, our office will continue to be vigilent and prosecute those who engage in fraud or
waste to the full extent of federal law.”

The Information alleges that between 2006 and 2011, Napier received $52,717.60 in
disability benefits from the Social Security Administration. It is alleged that over this five year
period, Napier did not disclose that he was working as a commercial fisherman on the Ohio
River, fraudulently securing those payments from the federal government.

Hogsett noted that this latest indictment is part of a ongoing effort to combat fraud and
waste of Hoosier taxpayer resources. Recently released statistics from the Department of Justice
show over the last fiscal year, the U.S. Attorney’s Office collected civil and criminal fines in
excess of $9.5 million, as well as more than $6.6 million in asset forfeitures.

All told, the $16.2 million brought in by the office over that period of time is more than
double the office’s operating budget. In addition to being used for victim restitution and repaying
taxpayers, much of that money will be reinvested directly back into local law enforcement
agencies across the state. Over that same fiscal year, the U.S. Attorney’s Office spent less money
to conduct all of its operations.

http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/ins/


“I take very seriously the idea that government should be finding ways to ‘do less with
more’ during these tough financial times,” Hogsett noted. “And just as our office is consistently 
tough on those who squander taxpayer dollars, we similarly remain committed to doing our part
to safeguard federal resources.”

According to Assistant U.S. Attorney Nicholas E. Surmacz, who is prosecuting the case
for the Government, Napier faces a maximum of 5 years in prison and a $250,000 fine.  An
initial hearing will be scheduled before a U.S. Magistrate Judge.  

An information is only a charge and is not evidence of guilt.  A defendant is presumed
innocent and is entitled to a fair trial at which the Government must prove guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt.  
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